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Webber Academy students and staff were fortunate to have had the opportunity
to work with such an infectiously positive person. Anyone who was lucky to
know him knew that they would always feel better after seeing him.
He put his heart into every interaction and every project.
He will be deeply missed.

A MESSAGE FROM

The FOUNDER

I

t is with great pleasure that we continue to engage
and communicate with Webber Academy alumni.
We enjoy hearing from many alumni in regards to your
post-secondary education, career, and personal life
achievements.
Webber Academy is now in its 24th year of operations.
Our student enrollment is currently at a record high of
1003 students. The last year and a half have been very
challenging for many of us dealing with the realities
of COVID-19. However, we are looking forward to
returning to a more traditional academic year where
our students can return to the many extra-curricular
activities we offer.
Construction on the Webber Academy Athletic Park
continues with our goal of opening this new facility
in the spring of 2022. You can learn more about this
development and the launch of Wildcats Baseball
on our school website and on the Wildcats Baseball
website wildcatsbaseball.ca.
We hope that you continue to thrive in all of your
endeavours and that you enjoy reading about some
of your peers and former classmates in the
following pages of the Fall 2021 Alumni
Newsletter. We also encourage interested
individuals to visit the school campus and
to remain involved in the many activities
and events throughout the year.
Wishing you all the best in the future,
Regards,
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Dr. Neil Webber
Found and Head of School
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Data Specialist
Natalie Winger

N

atalie Winger graduated from Webber Academy in
2011 - one decade ago already. She now works as
a Data Specialist and technical lead at VIA Science, a
small company in Montréal that provides data analytics
and AI for clean energy companies and utilities. Read
on to catch up with Natalie about what she’s been up to
since graduating 10 years ago.
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy prepare
you for university?
I started at Webber Academy in Grade 5 and graduated
in 2011. In elementary school, I started building time
management and organization skills - I remember we
used to have to get our agenda signed by a parent and by
our teacher! This taught me to write everything down to
keep track of tasks and deadlines, which I still do today.
One of the best ways that Webber Academy prepared
me for university was by balancing cumulative exams
with coursework. Having regular cumulative exams
and taking AP courses allowed me to adjust easier to
university, where there is much less one-on-one contact
with professors. I also did competitive gymnastics, so
throughout my time at Webber Academy, I learned when
to prioritize academics over sports. By having a sport
that I was so passionate about, I was able to manage
my time so I still could get enough sleep and enjoy my
weekends with friends and family. This was important
in university as well - when no one was looking over
my shoulder and signing my agenda anymore. If I
wanted to pass my classes and also have a fun university
experience, then I needed to manage my own time.
Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy
From Grade 5 to graduation and beyond, I had some
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Top left: Natalie in Grade 12. Bottom Left: camping with her sister
Right: Natalie graduating from McGill

very close friends at Webber Academy. I remember
having lunch with them every day and sharing notes
when we missed class. The small classes, like AP physics
and labs, were the ones where a few of us were all
struggling and commiserating together over difficult
assignments - but we were also working hard and
learning together! Even though I don’t live in Calgary
anymore or visit very often, when I do, I meet up with
my high school friends. It’s so nice to catch up on where
we all are now. I still think about the lessons I learned
from my teachers at Webber Academy. I was thankful
for Mr. Niven when starting university because he taught
the core concepts of calculus so clearly; the same topics
were often brushed over in 1 or 2 hours of lecture in
university. AP math, physics, and chemistry taught me to
double or triple-check my work if I finished a test early
because there is almost always a small mistake. Ms.
Fullerton taught me an appreciation for art that I still
have today: I love going to museums to appreciate art
history and theory. Mme. Martin taught me to continue
practicing my French and challenge myself with the
language, which led to my decision to go to McGill and
live in Montréal.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
I have some good memories of cross country meets,
going to the races after school, and training with my
friends. I also remember the Welcome Back BBQ chili
competitions and going around tasting chilis that the
teachers made. There are a lot of festivals around food,
like tacos or ribs, but I still haven’t seen another chili
festival!
Describe your highlights attending McGill
The best part about university was meeting so many
people from different cities and countries, and growing
my perspective about education and cultures. I was
able to meet so many different people in classes and
in clubs that it wasn’t too hard to grow my community
even though I was living in a new city. There was always
something to do and someone who wanted to go with
me. The city of Montréal itself also turned out to be
one of the best parts of my university experience. In
Calgary, I lived outside of the city and we had to drive
everywhere. There were mostly just chain restaurants

and big-box stores closest to our house. But in Montréal,
there are so many cute communities and different types
of food to try. I love that Montréal has a lot of bike paths,
the metro, and the second-most restaurants per capita in
North America (behind only NYC).
What inspired you to pursue your current career?
I’m currently a Data Specialist and technical lead at VIA
Science, a small company in Montréal that provides
data analytics and AI for clean energy companies and
utilities. When I graduated high school, I never would
have imagined that this is where I would be 10 years
later. I got here by making small decisions to follow what
I liked doing, but without having a specific end goal. I
studied mechanical engineering because I liked math
and physics, then I tried to do more coding as my degree
went on. After working for a few years, I realized that I
liked the data and coding aspects of my job so I got my
master’s degree then applied for my current job. I never
had an exact plan or dream job in mind, but I’m proud
that my current company is caring for the environment
and engineering for the future.

“Decisions aren’t easy all the
time, and you might not know
if it’s ‘right’, so sometimes
you just have to consider the
options and make a choice
based on what you know at
the moment.”
University Education:
McGill University, Honours Bachelor of Engineering
in Mechanical Engineering
University of Waterloo, Master of Management
Sciences
Where are you now?
Montréal, Québec as a Data Specialist
Natalie with her friends in Toronto

WEBBER ACADEMY
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Natalie at her Iron Ring ceremony with her sister and fellow
Webber Academy alumna, Laura Winger

Natalie hiking with her parents in Chile
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Natalie starting her Masters at University of Waterloo
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What advice would you give to young senior school
students at Webber Academy and our graduating
class?
In junior and senior high school, I learned how to
think about my future. I thought about the classes I
liked or disliked so I could make better decisions. I
also learned to live with a little bit of uncertainty: at
the beginning of Grade 12, I still didn’t know what
I wanted to study in university or where I wanted to
go. Even if you don’t exactly know the ‘right’ answers,
you can still make decisions and move forward.
You have the privilege of high-quality education, and
you’ll meet many people with different backgrounds.
Use this to all of your advantages and learn from each
other. There’s a big world with a lot of experiences
that you’ve never even thought of before. There are a
lot of people, jobs, cities, and companies to choose
from. You’ve probably never heard of most careers
and many university degrees. So keep learning
and branching out to try new things. But don’t feel
pressured to choose things you don’t actually want.
Decisions aren’t easy all the time, and you might
not know if it’s ‘right’, so sometimes you just have
to consider the options and make a choice based on
what you know at the moment. It takes time to feel
comfortable in what you are doing. It might take a few
tries, but that’s part of the learning experience.

MORE ABOUT NATALIE
Last place you travelled
I visited my old roommate in London, England.
We met in residence in first year at McGill and
then lived together with for the rest of undergrad.
I met up with her in Scotland and we toured
around Edinburgh, Glasgow, and London.
Favourite place in the world
I would say some exciting country that I visited,
like Finland, but I would also say, by the fire
during the holidays with my family.
Last book you read
Educated by Tara Westover is a true story that
made me realize just how lucky I am with my
family and the opportunities that I’ve been given.
Favourite movie
I’m not sure if it’s my favourite ever, but I like
documentaries and Three Identical Strangers was
very interesting. It showed me the power that
science and a degree can give you, and our
responsibility to treat others with respect.
Music you have on repeat
Lana del Rey
Favourite food
Cucumbers and hummus!
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
There’s no way that 10 years ago I could
have even imagined I would be where I am
today. With that in mind, I hope to be working
somewhere I love and feel like I’m having a
positive impact on the world. I also hope to be
close to family, friends, and pets, so that I’m able
to enjoy my spare time with the ones I love most.

Natalie hiking Gros Morne in Newfoundland

Find Natalie on LinkedIn
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Junior Architectural Technologist
Eilidh Sutherland

Eilidh in Grade 12 (left), and in 2021 (right)

E

ilidh Sutherland has worked at two architecture
firms in Calgary (Gravity Architecture as a
contractor and BCW Architects as an intern) to
complete an Internship in Architecture with the
Alberta Association of Architects (AAA) in her
journey to become a fully-licensed architect. She
produces graphic renders, composes drawing
packages for development and building permits,
and works with the City of Calgary to abide by city
bylaw and building code. Eilidh is working towards
completing a Master’s in the future and is now using
her background in architecture to explore interior
architecture as an extension of her undergrad. She
recently received the John Ruddy Scholarship,
Carleton domestic Entrance Scholarship, and the
Departmental Scholarship, as well as a guaranteed
assistantship within the Azrieli School of Architecture.

Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for your post-secondary education?

A few of Eilidh’s architecture projects from her studio
courses have been nominated for faculty awards and
featured in the school publication, “Building 22”. Her
project City as a Stage was nominated for the Hobin
Prize in Architecture and City Building. Over her four
years at Carleton Eilidh worked with the Diversity
Working Group, which is a student-led organization
that supports BIPOC students and spreads information
about BIPOC figures in architecture. She has also been
volunteering with the Canadian Women’s Foundation
in Calgary which focuses on getting women out of
poverty, out of violence, into confidence, and into
leadership. With a promising career in architecture
ahead of her, Webber Academy is extremely proud of
this 2017 graduate.

Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy
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I started at Webber Academy in Grade 4 when I
moved to Canada from Aberdeen, Scotland with
my family. It was a bit of a culture shock coming
to Canada but the teachers helped me adapt to
Canadian life. For example, they took the lunch
period to explain to me how a dollar, nickel, and
dime were different to pounds and pence for the math
problems we were doing. I think Webber Academy
has prepared me the most with time management.
Architecture was such a demanding program; the late
nights and early mornings were a lot better managed
by having experience in organizing schoolwork and
prioritizing tasks.

Being at Webber Academy for nine years, the people
around me really became friends that have gone
through most of my life with me. A lot of the people I
met there are still my close friends today, even though
we’ve all gone in different directions with our careers.
The teachers at Webber Academy really showed their
personalities, which is why I think so many people
continue to stay connected to them after graduation.
Many of them were also my coaches. It was there that
I saw how much they cared about their students, and
how they created great relationships that we wouldn’t
normally get from inside a classroom.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

Eilidh Presenting ‘Vanishing Point Cultural Centre” proposal to a panel of critics at Carleton University.

What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
One of my favourite memories was the Spanish
immersion trip to Costa Rica. It was such a good way
to experience a different language while building
relationships with the teachers and my classmates
that made lifelong memories. We would attend class
during the day and be fully immersed, learning how
to use Spanish not just as a language in class but
as a way to socialize and communicate naturally.
I remember starting to think in Spanish, which was
something I’d never done before and I don’t think
would’ve been possible without the immersion.
Describe your highlights attending Carleton
For me, university was a place where I met a
diverse range of people that also had the same

interests as me. I made lifelong friendships and met
professors that continue to inspire me in where I want
to take my career. Every semester, my studio courses
would have professors that were drastically different
and had a whole new outlook on architecture. It
was refreshing and challenging to adapt your way
of designing to an entirely different critic each
time. Another highlight is the complete freedom of
independent living and the growth that comes from it.
Working towards something you are interested in
and chose for yourself makes university much more
exciting and the four years go by a lot faster than you
would think. Some of the best memories I have from
university are from travel. Travelling with friends to
new cities or with your school, even if the places
you go aren’t far, will be so memorable even after
graduation. With the restrictions of the pandemic,
I was grateful that I took the time to travel when I
could. If there’s an opportunity for exchange – do it!
WEBBER ACADEMY
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Eilidh started a fluid art business last Summer. She glazed art
pieces of all sizes (top photos, left and right)

Cat-skiing in Panorama

University Education:
Azrieli School of Architecture at Carleton University,
Bachelor of Architectural Studies
Azrieli School of Architecture at Carleton University,
Master of Architecture (current)
Where are you now?
Ottawa, Ontario as a Master’s of Architecture Student
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Hiking with her family in Kananaskis

Find Eilidh on LinkedIn
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“Before COVID-19, I’d spend time
at the building site before starting a
project and make conversation with
the people walking around that area
to get input from those who would use
the public architecture I was
designing.”
What inspired you to pursue your current career?
What really kick-started my interest in architecture
was a space’s ability to affect a person’s mood and
how architecture reacts to people just as much as
people react to it. Something I bring into all of my
projects is a real focus on how people will interact
with the spaces I’m designing. Before COVID-19,
I’d spend time at the building site before starting
a project and make conversation with the people
walking around that area to get input from those who
would use the public architecture I was designing.
Architecture is an area of study where I can utilize my
roots in academics and calculation while expressing
my creative intuition. This has evolved into studying
the ways in which humans interact with the built and
natural environment and becoming a communityminded designer who wants to connect directly
with the people I design for. For example, a project
I worked on called Deformations looked at finding a
way to make the presence and movement of people
into a tangible, visual display, and exploring the ways
in which the architecture could respond to these
pedestrians passing through.

MORE ABOUT EILIDH
Last place you travelled
My family loves to ski so we go to Lake Louise
most weekends; this year we’ve been to
Revelstoke and Panorama. Out of the country,
the last place we travelled to was Thailand.
Favourite place in the world
Montepulciano in Italy – best views I’ve ever
seen.
Last book you read
Normal People by Sally Rooney
Favourite movie
Ratatouille
Music you have on repeat
Sunny by Boney M. or the Whatever People
Say I Am, That’s What I’m Not and AM
albums by the Arctic Monkeys.
Favourite food
Cannoli from Carmelito Café in Little Italy,
Ottawa.
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
I think in our high school graduation video we
were asked the same question and I said, “A
fully licensed architect with my own bakery.”
I don’t think I’d change my response!

What advice would you give to young senior school
students at Webber Academy and our graduating
class?
Look forward to what’s to come! For those starting to
apply to universities or even making that transition to
start university, it can be daunting but you’re about to
enter some of the best years of your life. The nerves
can be overwhelming in a completely new place with
new people, but a good reminder is that everyone
around you will be in the exact same position. For
those still at Webber Academy: join rugby!

Eilidh’s team after they won the Intramural Volleyball Competition

WEBBER ACADEMY
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Matthew Gaiser
Software Developer
Webber Academy 2014 Graduate

M

atthew Gaiser attended Webber Academy for
5 years and graduated in 2014. Since then, he
has been the youngest person to ever run for Alberta
Legislature, he has designed an art piece that is on
display in Beamish-Munro Hall at Queen’s University,
and he was named one of 2020’s Top 50 Hackers by
Major League Hacking. Matthew is now a software
developer at Tugboat Logic; a Calgary tech firm that
fellow alumnus, Mark Broadfoot is also working as
VP of Operations. Webber Academy can’t wait to see
what kind of software engineering ‘magic’ Matthew
will create next.
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for university?
I started in 2009 and arrived a week late because I
actually started the year at another school that was
not the right fit. Before that, I had previously been
home-schooled and had not been part of a classroom
for 7 years (which is a long time when you’re 12).
The biggest adjustment was dealing with periods of
downtime: if your Mom is your teacher when you’re
done, you can immediately move on to the next topic;
in a school, everything is very scheduled. I was solidly
one of the nerds and most of my activities reflected
that. I joined the inaugural computer science class in
Grade 9, did board games as one of my junior high
flex classes (and made one for a GH project), and
participated in Reach for the Top for 4 years. The one
exception to this was rugby, but unfortunately, I got a
concussion early on and could no longer continue to
play. My signature activity in my five years at Webber
Academy was entering essay competitions: I won one
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Matthew in Grade 12 at Webber Academy (left), and in 2021

every year of school. At Webber Academy, I took a
fairly heavy AP course load and was one of 2014’s
AP National Scholars. I frequently pondered whether
I wanted to have that much work on my plate, but it
was a good approximation of the workload at Queen’s
Engineering.
Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy both with teachers
and with your peers
I still keep in touch on a regular basis with a core
group of friends that I made in Grade 8, and I speak
to ¼ of my graduating class at least once per year.
The stereotype of losing all friendships and starting
with a tabula rasa (for those who did GH AP 20-30)
in university certainly has not held true for me. I had
a conversation with three of them over Skype just this
past Friday, and I talk to at least one of them every
week. Beyond that core group of friends, Webber
Academy led to my first foray into politics when
my GH 9 teacher, Bernie Dowhan, ran for city
council in 2013. Jane Hayward and I have had many
fascinating conversations since I started in her GH
AP-20 class. Jay Niven has given me many interesting
startup ideas that I should act on one day. David Rose
was my coach in Reach for the Top. An important
element is the bond shared by graduates of Webber
Academy: it’s a small school and virtually every grad
has something linking them to another person. We
have a solid alumni network and it allows you to just
message a random fellow graduate on LinkedIn and
likely get a great deal of help. I just helped a 2015
grad get a highly competitive internship position at

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

my company and have been helped in the past by
graduates from years prior. There’s a whole pile of
names to mention and people to visit with once this
pandemic is over. I haven’t been as diligent with
keeping all those relationships up to date as I should
have been. This interview is a reminder that there are
some people I should message.
What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
My favourite memory at Webber Academy is Reach
for the Top. We made it to provincials every year
that I played and in Grade 12 made it to the national
competition in Toronto. It was a fun mixture of
excitement, speed, and random trivia.

The conclusion of the entrepreneurship accelerator QISCI, which
Matthew was part of for the summer of 2018

Describe your highlights attending Queen’s
• Merging engineering and art
When I was at Webber Academy, essay competitions
were my signature thing. I won at least once a
year (ask Ms. Shirtliffe). I continued to do those in
university and won the honour of designing an art
piece called synapse for Beamish-Munro Hall, the
engineering lab building. That will likely be the most
enduring legacy of mine on the Queen’s campus.
• Singing in the House of Commons
Queen’s has a conference called Queen’s Model
Parliament, where they send 338 students to take over
the real House of Commons in Ottawa and pretend
to govern the country for three days. One year, the
governing party was the Green Party and my party
thought that their bill was going to be ineffective, so
every speech we made was a modified feel-good song.
For my speech, I sang a version of Kumbaya.
• One hackathon a weekend
In my final year of university, I decided to attend one
hackathon a weekend, somewhere in North America.
I ended up attending 23 hackathons: I took 25 planes
and 35 trains to 14 different cities, winning 5 Major
League Hacking medals in the process.

Matthew at Hackville, or Sheridan College’s Hackathon 2019

Webber Academy Graduating Class of 2014
University Education:
Queen’s University, Bachelor of Applied Science in
Computer Engineering
Where are you now?
Calgary, Alberta as a Software Developer

Find Matthew on LinkedIn
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What inspired you to pursue your current career?
Engineering is the closest thing to magic in this world.
Software engineering is a kind of magic where the
only wand you need is your laptop. It lets you create
some incredible things with nothing but time and your
computer (any maybe some Red Bull for late nights).
Do you want to play with magic? Study engineering.
What advice would you give to younger senior school
students and our graduating class?
To younger students:
You are not too young, or at least soon won’t be.
In my graduating year, one student did PhD-level
cancer research. Another student built a school on the
other side of the world. A year after graduating from
Webber Academy, I ran in the provincial election and
I am the youngest person to ever run for the Alberta
Legislature. A few years after graduation, a member
of the class of 2015 founded what is now a multimillion-dollar venture-backed tech company.
This isn’t meant to pressure you or urge you to figure
out life early. You don’t need to do these things early
in life. It’s fine to take your time. But in a year or two
or three or maybe even right now, you will be ‘older
people’. If there are things you want to do in your
life, now may be the right time. You have some great
resources to help you at Webber Academy. You may
not need to wait to do the things you really want to
do.
To the graduating class:
Universities have a remarkable level of hidden
opportunity and your student status gives you an allaccess pass to that opportunity. The problem is that it
is often poorly organized, so you must dig deeply to
find it. I won a scholarship one year because nobody
else applied. Nobody. I may have won it anyway, but
nobody else put their name forward as it was buried
deep in the scholarships page. I once got to spend an
entire hour with a recruiter because an information
session was poorly advertised. At a hackathon, I won
an interview and a pile of nice hardware because
seemingly nobody else read to the bottom of the
award list. Tons of entrepreneurship grant money
goes unused every year. Be diligent about seeking
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out opportunities as there are a ton of easy ones to
win out there. Also, never be afraid to ask for an
exception to the rules, as in practice they often aren’t
that firm. In my 2nd year of university I got invited to
speak at a conference on the same day that I had an
exam. According to the regulations, the exam could
not be moved. I asked and it was scheduled for a day
earlier, few questions asked. My current job required
4 years of experience in the description. At the time,
I had 1 year. I applied anyway and I got the position.
If some rule, requirement, or eligibility restriction gets
in your way, ask if it can be pushed aside — much of
the time, it can be. Keep in touch with your friends.
My closest friends are still Webber Academy alumni
and I just helped another fellow grad get a coveted
internship at my company. You will make plenty of
new friends in university, but don’t let your current
friendships fade.

MORE ABOUT MATTHEW

“Software engineering is a kind of
magic where the only wand you
need is your laptop. It lets you
create some incredible things with
nothing but time and your computer
(any maybe some Red Bull for late
nights).”

Matthew with fellow Webber Academy Graduates in 2014

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

MORE ABOUT MATTHEW
Last place you travelled
Just before the pandemic, I attended a hackathon in
Vancouver. Before that, I visited my grandparents in
North Bay, Ontario.
Favourite place in the world
My grandparents’ place on the lake in North Bay,
Ontario.

Matthew at first job as an Innovation Analyst at ATB Financial in
2017. He got to work on a variety of things, including something
called Pepper the Robot that greeted people as they walked into
branches

Last book you read
Human Work in the Age of Smart Machines by Jamie
Merisotis
Favourite movie
The Martian. Space is incredible.
Favourite book
Blue Ocean Strategy W. Chan Kim and Renée
Mauborgne. It’s about out-innovating the
competition and creating new market demand. It fits
very well with the strategic philosophy of my life.
Music you currently have on repeat
Cold Wave by George Strezov. It comes from the
strategy game Surviving Mars and is a great song to
write code to.

Matthew singing in the House of Commons in 2016

Favourite food
BBQed beef ribs with onion rings
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
When I first went to university, I had this detailed
plan for my life, including doing my first summer with
Suncor after my first year of chemical engineering. I
ended up studying computer engineering and getting
a job as an equity research analyst that summer. I did
that kind of planning every academic year and never
once came close to getting it right because I always
stumbled upon something more interesting. So what
I hope in the next 10 years is to continue to be in
the position to find interesting things to do. Beyond
that, I doubt I can guess what that will be with any
accuracy.

Matthew at the Webber Academy graduation ceremony in 2014
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17

BUSINESS AS A FORCE
FOR GOOD
Rachel Hughes
Bachelor of Commerce in Organizational
Behaviour & Human Resources
Webber Academy 2017 Graduate

R

achel Hughes attended Webber Academy from
Junior Kindergarten all the way to Grade 12 and
graduated in 2017. In 2021, she graduated from the
University of Calgary’s Haskayne School of Business
with a Bachelor of Commerce (with Distinction and
Co-operative Education) in Organizational Behaviour
& Human Resources. For her extensive involvement in
a multitude of extracurricular activities and programs,
Rachel received the highly-coveted Haskayne School
of Business Community Builder Award and the
Haskayne School of Business Action Award. She was
also awarded the Haskayne School of Business Silver
Medallion in Organizational Behaviour and Human
Resources for graduating with the highest GPA in the
program. She now works as a Strategy Specialist at
Connect First Credit Union. Webber Academy looks
forward to seeing Rachel become a leader in the
business community.
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for your post-secondary education?
Webber Academy laid the foundation for my
educational journey. I started at Webber
Academy in 2004 when I was enrolled in Junior
Kindergarten at just four years old. I grew up at the
school and by the time I graduated in 2017, I had
developed the skills necessary to thrive in university
and beyond. The rigorous academic program and
ample opportunities to get involved in athletics and
extracurricular activities enabled me to develop a
strong work ethic, recognize the value of education,
and embrace opportunities to make a positive impact
in the community. These traits were crucial to my

18

2021 Fall Alumni Newsletter

Rachel in Grade 12 at Webber Academy (left), and in 2021 (right)

success in university. Additionally, my teachers
encouraged me to set high goals for myself and be
proactive with my learning which also were key to my
success in university. I also developed strong time
management skills at Webber Academy while
taking many AP courses and being involved in
many extracurricular activities (Model United
Nations Secretary General, Voices Magazine Editor,
Vice-President of the Legacy Project, Graduation
Committee Co-Chair, WASSU, Debate, Speech, Peer
Tutoring, Mock Trial, Yearbook, Reach for the Top). The
time management skills I developed allowed me to
take full advantage of the extracurricular activities and
programs offered at the University of Calgary, while
being a Dean’s List student.
Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy both with
teachers and with your peers
A highlight of attending Webber Academy was
being surrounded by high-achieving students who
challenged, motivated, and supported one another.
Having completed all of my education from Junior
Kindergarten to Grade 12 at Webber Academy, I had
the pleasure of growing up with a number of my peers
and it was inspiring to witness their growth and see
all the opportunities that were presented to them as
a result of their hard work. The Webber Academy
alumni network is strong; I have had the pleasure of
working with fellow grads at two different companies,
travelled with my friends, and continued to stay
in contact with a number of alumni through

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

Describe your highlights attending the U of C
Throughout my four years at the University of
Calgary, I enriched my knowledge and skills through
a myriad of extracurricular leadership roles, pro
bono consulting projects, case competitions, work
placements, leadership development programs, and a
study abroad program. I also engaged in community
initiatives that enabled me to use my business
knowledge to make a positive difference.

Rachel and her team in Washington DC where they placed third
in the McDonough Business Strategy Challenge

extracurricular activities at the university level.
I also credit my teachers at Webber Academy for
instilling in me a love of learning, particularly Mr.
Niven, who left a lasting impact on my life with
his kind and supportive approach to teaching
while encouraging his students to set high goals for
themselves and work hard to make their dreams a
reality.
What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
The fondest memories I have from my time at Webber
Academy came from my involvement with the Model
United Nations (MUN) Team. My peers in MUN were
some of the most intelligent and passionate people I
have had the pleasure of working with and we formed
a very tight-knit community while preparing for
conferences and organizing conferences.

• Extracurricular leadership roles
I was an executive with the Haskayne Consulting
Club, the Haskayne Students’ Association, and World
Vision UCalgary. Through the Haskayne Students’
Association, I also served as a Mentor with the
Haskayne Peer Mentorship Program. As an individual
who is passionate about social entrepreneurship and
using business as a force for good, I also served as an
executive for the University of Calgary’s chapter of
Enactus, a global not-for-profit committed to using the
power of entrepreneurial action to create positive
change. Additionally, I represented Enactus Calgary
in the Capital One Financial Education Challenge
and the Canadian Western Bank Financial Education
Challenge at the Enactus Canada Regional Exposition
– Western Canada. We were named the Western
Canada Regional Runner-Up in 2018 and 2020
and were awarded $2,000 to scale and sustain
the PossABILITY program. In 2020, my team and I
competed in the Enactus Canada National Exposition
and were named the National Runner-Up. As a
result, we were awarded $2,000 to scale and sustain
Enactus Calgary’s programs. For academic excellence,
leadership in extracurricular activities, and community
involvement, I was inducted into the Scholars’
Academy, a prestigious and highly-selective leadership
and professional development program. Through the
Scholars’ Academy, I completed pro bono consulting
projects, received mentorship from esteemed leaders
in the Calgary business community, and mentored
students in the First Year Scholars program.
• Pro bono consulting projects
I developed my ability to solve complex business
problems while giving back to the community through
pro bono consulting projects via the Haskayne
WEBBER ACADEMY
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Consulting Club and the Scholars’ Academy. I
completed pro bono consulting projects with a local
environment-focused non-profit; Interface Fluidics, a
nanotechnology start-up; and the Making Changes
Association, a non-profit that helps women overcome
challenges and advance their careers.
• Community initiatives
I was fortunate to receive the prestigious Chancellor’s
Club Scholarship and, as a result, engaged in
community outreach and volunteering initiatives
through the Chancellor’s Ambassadors Club. I
was also actively involved with the University of
Calgary Leadership and Student Engagement Office.
I completed the Emerging Leaders Program and
the UCalgary Cares Sustainable Cities Program. I
continued to demonstrate my commitment to making
a positive difference in the community while
volunteering with the Students Union Volunteer
Services.
• Leadership development programs
As a Human Resources student, one of my greatest
interests is in ethical leadership development.
Therefore, another highlight was participating in
Haskayne’s Adventure Leadership offerings, including
the Leadership Challenge Weekend and the Haskayne
Leadership Expedition. These programs provided
me with a unique opportunity to develop the strong
ethical leadership skills necessary to succeed in
the current business ecosystem through hands-on
experiential learning opportunities and guided
reflection.
• Case competitions
For two years, I was selected to represent the
Haskayne School of Business in the Inter-Collegiate
Business Competition (ICBC), Canada’s oldest, largest,
and most prestigious case competition. During
the competition, hosted by Queen’s University in
Kingston, I became the first Haskayne student to
achieve two consecutive first place finishes, in both
Ethics and Human Resources, and the first to win the
Human Resources event in Haskayne’s nearly 50 years
of competing. Through case competitions, I learned to
analyze information and conduct research to develop
feasible solutions with detailed implementation plans.
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The Enactus Calgary President and I after we were named the
Western Canada Regional Runner-Up in the Capital One Financial
Education Challenge at the Enactus Western Canada Regional
Competition

• Work placements
In addition to being actively involved in
extracurricular activities, I sought opportunities
to develop my knowledge and skills in
professional environments. I started my career at
Webber Academy, working as a Marketing and
Communications Assistant during the summer after
my first year of university. As an Organizational
Behaviour & Human Resources major, after my
second year of university, I accepted a 12-month
Co-operative Education position at Pembina Pipeline
Corporation.
• Study abroad program
Another highlight from my time at the University
of Calgary was participating in the Experiencing
Japanese Business Study Abroad program. Through
this program, I attended Human Resources lectures at
Waseda University in Tokyo and visited businesses,
including Toyota, Omron, and Mizuho Bank, and
cultural sites across Japan. This eye-opening program
demonstrated the impact that history and culture have
on business practices and enabled me to develop
cross-cultural managerial competencies.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

What career are you hoping to pursue?
I was recently accepted to a number of law schools
across Canada, as well as the Queen’s University
Master of Industrial Relations program, but decided
to advance my career in business by working
as a Strategy Specialist at Connect First Credit
Union (formerly known as First Calgary Financial).
Ultimately, I aspire to pursue a career where I will
be intellectually challenged and can use strategic
thinking and analysis to solve complex problems.
What advice would you give to young senior school
students at Webber Academy and our graduating
class?
I would encourage current Webber Academy students
to get involved in extracurricular activities and form
strong friendships with their peers. While Webber
Academy’s rigorous academic program prepares
graduates for the workload they will face in university,
the soft skills (teamwork, leadership, communication,
organization, and time management) that are
developed through extracurricular involvement will
be the differentiators that will enable them to make
the most of their university experience and advance
their careers. Additionally, the students at Webber
Academy are incredibly hard-working and highachieving so surrounding yourself with them will
inspire you to be the best version of yourself.

MORE ABOUT RACHEL
Last place you travelled
Los Angeles in March 2020 – I had to come
back early when the COVID travel advisory
Rachel Hughes
came into effect.

Bachelor of Commerce in Organization
Favourite place in the
world
Behaviour
& Human Resources
Tokyo, London, or Tofino are top my three
but so they’re distinct it’s hard to choose.
Last book you read
Dare to Lead by Brené Brown
Favourite movie
The Shawshank Redemption or Forrest
Gump
Favourite book
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Favourite food
I love many Italian, Japanese, and Chinese
dishes.
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
In a role where I am continuing to learn,
grow, and be challenged and surrounded
by incredible friends and family.

University Education:
Haskayne School of Business at the University of
Calgary Bachelor of Commerce (with Distinction and
Co-operative Education) in Organizational Behaviour
& Human Resources
Where are you now?
Calgary, Alberta as a Strategy Specialist

My team in Kingston where we placed first in the
Human Resources stream of the Inter-Collegiate Business
Competition

Find Rachel on LinkedIn
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Kailey Folan
Investment Banking Analyst
Webber Academy 2015 Graduate

K

ailey Folan started at Webber Academy in Grade
10 and graduated in 2015. Kailey is grateful to
all her high school teachers, especially Mr. Niven
and Mrs. Clouston. She cites Mr. Niven as the reason
she decided to go into engineering; she credits Mrs.
Clouston as the reason she graduated from high
school. Kailey went on to enrol in Western University’s
dual degree program, graduating in 2020 with a
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering and an
honours degree in business administration. She now
works at Evercore, an investment banking advisory
firm based in New York City, in their chemical
industry coverage group. Webber Academy is proud of
Kailey and wish her all the best in New York!
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for university?
I graduated from Webber Academy in 2015; I started
in Grade 10 after moving to Calgary from London,
England. Shortly after starting Grade 10, I was playing
competitive hockey and unfortunately had a serious
concussion that had long-term effects. As a result,
I had to re-learn how to study while dealing with
the lingering effects of a concussion. I was able to
maintain my high grades, but I wasn’t able to attend as
many classes or do as many extracurricular activities
due to health issues. Mrs. Clouston was instrumental
in helping me catch up and made things work for
me at Webber Academy. She facilitated my success
by creating a personal recovery plan for me. That
personalized level of support and care was one of the
reasons I graduated and got into Western University.
Mrs. Clouston helped me succeed, even though I
wasn’t 100% healthy. I fully believe that if I wasn’t
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Kailey in Grade 12 at Webber Academy (left), and in 2021 (right)

at Webber Academy, there’s no way I would have
graduated. At Webber Academy, I learned technical
skills that a lot of my peers didn’t have when they
were starting university. I had already done a lot of
calculus, physics, and chemistry in high school prior
to my first semester of engineering at Western, which
was a definite advantage. One of the main reasons
I decided to go into engineering was Mr. Niven. He
was always very enthusiastic, and he broke down
complex concepts into easily understandable parts
that significantly helped my learning. It was much
easier to learn from teachers who were taking the time
to teach me the basics first, not the whole solution at
once. When I went to university, everything started
building off the basics I learned at Webber Academy. I
had a very strong foundation. That foundation helped
me grasp concepts faster, which is important when
you have limited time in engineering and you’re
taking 8 classes a semester. In high school, I learned
how to break down what I’m learning to make it
easier for me to synthesize, not only in university, but
also at my job right now.
What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
Sitting on those black couches in the senior high
cafeteria every day with my friends. Years later, I’m
still friends with people I went to high school with,
and they’re the friends I hang out with all the time
whenever I’m back in Calgary. I never would’ve had
these lifelong friendships if I didn’t go to Webber
Academy. When we get together, it’s like we never
left high school and we’re still sitting on those black
couches.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

Kailey with peers at the Ivey Business School at the University of Western Ontario

Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy, both with
teachers and with your peers
The people I met at Webber Academy have
influenced my life in a very positive way — not just
personally, but also professionally. You have this big
community of people who are doing groundbreaking,
exciting things. And it’s not just people in your
graduating class — I have friends that are Webber
Academy alumni who are 5 or 6 years older than me.
The alumni network is a positive space where you can
reach out to people without it being random because
you all share this common connection. If I messaged
someone and said, “I went to Webber Academy too;
what are you up to now? Would you be willing to
talk to me for 20 minutes about your company and
specific role?” I would get a positive response every
time. Vice versa, when people message me to ask
about my career, I always take the extra time to reply
when those people are from Webber Academy. It’s a
great foundation to form personal and professional
relationships.

Describe your highlights attending Western
I completed a dual degree program in chemical
engineering and business: I did 2 years of chemical
engineering, then I did 3 years of combined business
and engineering. In 2018, I received the CIBC Women
in Finance scholarship through the Ivey Business
School. While at Western, I wanted to help others as
I had been helped at Webber Academy. Mentorship
was a big theme of my 5 years in university. One
of the first things I did in mentorship was being a
LAMP mentor (Leadership and Academic Mentorship
Program). I helped first year engineering students
succeed, whether it was tutoring, time management,
or stress.
University Education:
Western University, Bachelor of Engineering in
Chemical Engineering
Ivey Business School at Western University, Honours
Degree in Business Administration (HBA)
Where are you now?
New York City as an Investment Banking Analyst
WEBBER ACADEMY
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I was also in the Western Capital Markets Club for
4 years. Talking to people there helped me realize
that I wanted to try investment banking. Eventually,
I ended up being the co-head of mentorship of the
Western Capital Markets Club. I also continued to
help university students get into investment banking
through outreach programs at my previous position at
CIBC.

“A lot of people think being in a
sorority is just a lot of fun — and
it was. But for me, it also created a
very robust professional network.”
A big part of my success in university was joining a
sorority — it created a close network similar to the
one I had at Webber Academy. A really tight-knit
community is hard to find when you’re at a school
with 30,000 people. My sorority of 150 members
(even smaller than Webber Academy) provided that
tight-knit community for me. Not only was being in a
sorority a support system, but I also got a lot of
professional experience out of it. I ended up being
CFO (Chief Financial Officer) for two years. As a
20-year-old, I managed over $100,000 annually for
a corporate organization and helped buy our sorority
house. A lot of people think being in a sorority is just
a lot of fun — and it was. But for me, it also created a
very robust professional network. I learned a lot from
forming connections with people in different programs
and backgrounds. In my classes, I was only working
with engineers or people with a business background.
But in my sorority, I worked with people from all
over the world studying different degrees. It really
showed me the value of diverse groups in driving
organizations forward.
What inspired you to pursue your current
career?
Currently, I work in investment banking and I just
took a new job at Evercore in New York. I work in the
chemicals industry coverage group, which includes
nutrition, oil and gas, plastics, and even alternative
energy. I decided to pursue investment banking based
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on the summer internships I did and the people I met
during those internships. For my first two summers in
university, I worked in chemical engineering
internships. After those experiences, I decided that
I wanted to do something with a broader scope that
was a little less specific to a certain industry while
still utilizing the analytical skills that I learned from
chemical engineering. By talking to mentors and
attending Ivey, I learned that investment banking
would allow me to work with different industries and
companies every day, providing the greater variety I
wanted. Banking is such a great combination of all the
technical and analytical skills I learned in
engineering. And I’m learning something new every
day: doing a new deal, learning about a new industry,
or working with a new client.
What advice would you give to senior school students
at Webber Academy and our graduating class?
• Show up.
Showing up and being present is 90% of how you
succeed. At the Ivey Business School, 30-40% of your
grade is literally showing up. Every single day, you
have to show up at 8AM, then you do case studies. By
just taking that first step and being there you’re going
to learn more than if you miss class.
• You don’t need to have everything all figured out.
When I graduated high school, I was very stressed
because everyone seemed to know what they wanted
to do and I didn’t. Thankfully, I was able to take a step
back and realize: there are a million things I can do
and I have 5 or 6 years to try as many things as I can.
When I graduate university, that’s not the end either.
You can transition as much as you want until you find
something that clicks. I recently read this book called
How Will You Measure Your Life?; basically, it says
that until you find something you love to do and want
to pursue (it makes you happy to work every day, and
it meets your priorities and the things you need out of
life) you just have to take a broad strategy approach.
Try a new job, join a new club, until everything
clicks. A lot of people think that you need to know
exactly what you want to do to succeed in life; but I
believe that if you’re working towards figuring that out
everyday, you’re succeeding as well.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

•

Your personal network can help you
professionally.
I learned about my current job at Evercore through a
referral from a friend. We met through the Western
Capital Markets Club and our personal relationship
led us to being great friends and co-heads of the
Western Capital Markets mentorship program 3 years
later. She told me about this opportunity (which was
not publicly posted) and through that connection and
referral, I got the job. If you focus on forming genuine
connections with people, not just transactional
relationships, those friends can sometimes be the key
to growing your professional network as well.MORE

MORE ABOUT KAILEY
Last place you traveled
Cabo…so long ago.
Favourite place in the world
London, UK. I grew up there and I love the
history of the city and the nation as a whole.
Last book you read
How Will You Measure Your Life? by Clayton
Christensen, James Allworth, and Karen Dillon
Favourite movie
Just Go With It
Favourite book
The Ride of a Lifetime by Robert Iger
Music you have on repeat
I’m a big fan of country. I’m listening to a lot of
Russell Dickerson and Sam Hunt.
Favourite food
Popcorn

Kailey skiing with fellow Webber Academy alumni

Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
I’d love to do something entrepreneurial. I’d
also like to move a lot — I moved every 3 years
as a kid — to experience more of the world.

Kailey (front row, far right) dressed for formal with her sorority
sisters in front of their sorority house, which Kailey helped
purchase during her time as as her chapter’s CFO

Find Kailey on LinkedIn

Kailey with fellow Webber Academy graduates
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Shyrose Aujla
Law Student

S

hyrose Aujla attended Webber Academy in Grade
6 and graduated in 2013. A lover of science,
she pursued her Bachelor of Health Sciences at the
University of Calgary. Shyrose’s love for science
then turned into a passion for public health, leading
her to earn her Master of Public Health degree —
during a pandemic! Currently, Shyrose is studying at
the University of British Columbia’s Peter A. Allard
School of Law to earn her Juris Doctor. Webber
Academy is delighted to have been part of Shyrose’s
multidisciplinary journey.
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for your post-secondary education?
I started attending Webber Acadmy in 2006, in
Grade 6, and I ended up staying until I graduated
in 2013. I had a great experience; I made lifelong
friends at the school. It’s all about the people: the
teachers, the staff, and the students. Everyone is just
so ambitious and high-achieving. I wouldn’t say
that it fosters competition as much as it fosters hard
work. Being surrounded by genuinely hard-working,
intelligent people inspired me to be the same. A lot
of our teachers were quite inspiring. They were very
much invested in our learning and always trying
to encourage us to reach higher heights. And it
wasn’t just the teachers. It was also your peers that
encouraged you to reach higher heights. Everyone
takes their academics very seriously and strive to be
well-rounded with sports and other involvements,
like debate. You learned how to be-well rounded
and not focused entirely on your academics. I had
teachers that taught me in junior high and then all

26

2021 Fall Alumni Newsletter

Shyrose in Grade 11 at Webber Academy (left), and in 2021 (right)

the way throughout high school. That was just such a
unique opportunity that most people don’t get at other
schools. You end up having better relationships with
the teachers. Maybe they won’t be teaching you, but
they’ll be coaching your basketball team or teaching
your sibling. They still stay in your life. That was just so
unique and so cool.
Tell us about the important relationships you formed
at Webber Academy, both with teachers and with
your peers
I think I had a pretty strong relationship with Mr. Rose.
He taught me every year; I don’t think I had a year
without Mr. Rose. He’s so passionate about teaching
science, and he’s just so good at what he does. That
made such a huge difference for the subjects that I
liked. He really inspired me to pursue biomedical
sciences in undergrad. I met Mackenzie Symons,
Gracie Longdo, and Priya Raina in 2006 or 2007.
Since then, we’ve never lost touch. We’re best friends
to this day, and I can’t see that ever changing.
What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
Attending overnight tournaments, having games after
school, and traveling to different schools for games.
Mackenzie Symons, Gracie Longdo, and I were on
several sports teams together. My fondest memories of
high school and junior high were definitely the sports.
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Describe your highlights attending university
At the University of Calgary, I started off in the
Biomedical Sciences major of the Bachelor of Health
Sciences program. Then in my second year I made
the switch to majoring in Health & Society, which
took me from the very hard sciences to the social
side of medicine. I did a concentration in sociology
and studied the social determinants of health. After
graduating with my Health Sciences degree, I took
a year off in between my undergrad and master’s to
travel to Uganda with the University of Calgary to
intern for a nonprofit organization working around
maternal and newborn child health. I received the
Canadian Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Scholarship, which funded my placement working
as an intern for Healthy Child Uganda. I was able
to engage with rural communities, which was
unbelievably enlightening. It sounds kind of cliche,
but it really inspired me to study global health and
public health and pursue a Master’s, which I wrapped
up in 2020. I chose to go to Simon Fraser University
for my Master’s in Public Health and concentrated on
global health. During grad school, I did an

international placement in Geneva, Switzerland.
I worked with the United Nations Development
Program there, in partnership with the Global Fund.
The UNDP has offices all over the world, and they
all coordinate with the office in Geneva. The group
that I worked with managed project implementation
in several different developing countries. My office
oversaw the development of grants. The Global Fund
would give countries money, and we would help
governments implement that money so that they
could put it towards HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis
initiatives. It was still health-related, but a little bit
more diverse. In Uganda, I was very much in the field
working with a nonprofit in a developing country.
At the UNDP, I was working for an international
organization and overseeing different projects
happening in developing countries. I went from onthe-ground fieldwork up to global governance and
administration work. It was really cool to see the
governance aspect of global health. Being a public
health professional in the middle of the global
pandemic is an unreal experience. It’s been really
cool.

Shyrose and fellow Webber Academy alumna, Gracie Longdo, at their University of Calgary graduation in 2017
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Shyrose at the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland
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What inspired you to pursue your current career?
I just finished my first year of law at UBC. A lot of
the professionals I’ve worked with had backgrounds
in law. I saw how they used law, policy, and social
structures and applied that to public health. My
interest in health policy inspired my move towards
law school.

“If you’re creative in your
thinking and you’re openminded, you’ll find that
opportunities are endless.”
What advice would you give to senior school students
at Webber Academy and the graduating class?
Coming out of high school, you don’t have to pick
one thing and then stick with it for the rest of your life.
If you have a developing interest, don’t shy away from
it just because you’ve chosen a different path. I think
there are so many unique ways that you can merge
different disciplines. I merged my interest in biology
to health sciences, and then I merged my interest in
health sciences to public health and then from public
health to law. If you’re creative in your thinking and
you’re open minded, you’ll find that opportunities
are endless. Just be in tune with yourself and where
your interests are developing and seek out those
opportunities.

MORE ABOUT SHYROSE
Last place you traveled
I think the last place I traveled internationally
would have been Geneva — I came home
August 2019.
Favourite place in the world
Vancouver
Last book you read
My Own Word by Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Favourite movie
I recently rewatched Good Will Hunting.
Music you have on repeat
The new J. Cole album. That one’s really good.
Favourite food
Anything Greek
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
I hope to be a successful lawyer. Not sure in
what field, but I hope to be learning new things,
hopefully with a family of my own and healthy.
And still friends with everyone that I’m friends
with right now. That would be amazing.

University Education:
University of Calgary, Bachelor of Health Sciences
Simon Fraser University Master of Public Health
Peter A. Allard School of Law at the University of
British Columbia, Juris Doctor (current)
Where are you now?
Vancouver, BC as a Law Student

Find Shyrose on LinkedIn

Shyrose (left) with her friends at Simon Fraser University
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Lovejot Boparai
Bachelor of Commerce in Finance student
Webber Academy 2017 Graduate

L

ovejot Boparai started attending Webber Academy
in 2012 and graduated in 2017. She is currently
at the Haskayne School of Business in the University
of Calgary pursuing her Bachelor of Commerce with
Co-operative Learning, majoring in Finance. Webber
Academy has no doubt that Lovejot will go on to have
a fulfilling finance career, no matter where she ends
up!
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. You graduated in 2017; what year did
you start at Webber Academy? How did attending
Webber Academy prepare you for your postsecondary education?
I started attending Webber Academy in 2012 when I
was in Grade 8. When I first started, it was difficult to
adjust to the workload because I didn’t know how to
manage my time and I needed help with the content
but I was shy. With time, I learned the importance of
organization, prioritization, asking for clarification,
and speaking out. At Webber Academy, you learn to
ask the necessary questions to understand the content.
This goes a long way in university. At the Haskayne
School of Business (Haskayne), email communication
is highly recommended to ask questions and to foster
a relationship with professors. By communicating
with them, it shows that you care about the content.
This has allowed me to discover opportunities like
being a Teaching Assistant for 3 business courses and
travelling to New York with 2 Finance professors and
9 other students. Additionally, over the course of 5
years at Webber Academy, I learned to prioritize,
manage my time, and keep myself organized. This has
led me to never miss a deadline throughout my degree
and get high grades.
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Lovejot in Grade 11 at Webber Academy (left), and in 2021 (right)

Tell us about the important relationships you
developed at Webber Academy both with
teachers and with your peers
I surrounded myself with individuals who shared
similar interests with me and who were simply
kind. They worked incredibly hard and focused on
ensuring their future was going to be successful.
This was inspiring and over time I developed the
same mindset. Students were driven, passionate, and
were simultaneously having fun. My friends and I
shared a similar vision. We supported one another
and built up each other’s confidence. This character
development prepared me for the obstacles that would
come in university, such as building new friendships,
professional relationships, and handling coursework
while achieving high grades. Looking back at my
experience at Webber Academy, teachers were able
to identify students’ weaknesses and strengths quickly.
This could be due to the smaller class sizes to allow
more focus on each student. I had an English teacher
who would ‘pick on’ students to talk in class. In the
moment, I hated it. However, I later realized that I
was becoming more confident, and I wanted to talk in
class. English ultimately became my favourite course
because we were able to have discussions and feel
comfortable. This teacher built up my confidence, and
I was able to carry this energy into university.

PREPARING STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND

What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
A memory I still carry with me from Webber Academy
is the French language trip in Grade 9. We travelled
to Switzerland, France, and Monaco. That trip
allowed me to develop an appreciation for the arts,
culture, and architecture. I regret not being fluent
in French anymore. However, that trip allowed me
todevelop the language further than I anticipated. We
stayed with a family for a few nights, and we only
communicated in French. I wish I took more pictures
to cherish the trip. When I talk about that trip, it seems
unbelievable. I was so fortunate to have been able to
travel in junior high with my best friends and create
memories that will last a lifetime.

“Believe in yourself.
Everything will work out! Show
you care, put in effort, and the
best will come.”
Describe your highlights attending the U of C
One highlight I have from attending university is being
selected to represent Haskayne in New York City for
one week on the Haskayne Days of Discovery Trip. A
professor had asked me in class if I would ever want
to work on Wall Street. In that moment, I was unsure
of what lifestyle I wanted. He told me to apply for the
trip where only 10 Finance students were selected
to attend. I got another professor to recommend me,
then completed an anonymous application answering
a couple of questions. A couple of weeks later, I
was selected. The purpose of the trip was to network
with Haskayne alumni working in New York. We
met individuals working for Goldman Sachs, Morgan
Stanley, WeWork, IceCapp Group, IBM, lawyers, and
many more. I added these individuals on LinkedIn and
have been keeping in touch.
Another highlight of attending university were my
internships. I was a Land Analyst at Imperial Oil in
summer 2020, and I interned as an Associate Account
Manager at Hitachi Capital Canada Corp (HCC) until

Lovejot was selected to represent Haskayne in New York City for
one week on the Haskayne Days of Discovery Trip
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the end of August 2021. These opportunities allowed
me to develop my work ethic, discover different
industries, recognize different work environments, and
develop my business acumen.

easy for me, but I put in the effort to learn. Finance is
important to understand for any business. It helps you
recognize where your weaknesses are and what you
can target in order to improve.

“Finance is important to
understand for any business. It
helps you recognize where your
weaknesses are and what you can
target in order to improve.“

What advice would you give to young senior school
students at Webber Academy and our graduating
class?

What inspired you to pursue your current career?
I was inspired to pursue my current career due to
my Bachelor of Commerce, majoring in Finance.
Recently, I was offered a full-time position at
HCC as an Associate Account Manager for 1 year
before becoming an Associate Account Manager
and handling my own deals. I was able to land this
position by first interning, which is part of the Cooperative Education (Co-op) course I am part of at
Haskayne. Students receive credits from the Co-op
course. We have to work for 1 year and then we
graduate with a Bachelor of Commerce with Cooperative Education. However, I chose my major
because of my Introduction to Finance professor.
He believed in me and saw that I put in effort in
his course. I answered his questions, asked for
clarifications, and remained cheerful. Finance was not

Lovejot when she was on the Sikh Students’ Association
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I recommend every student to cherish their time at
Webber Academy. This is a phase in life where you
are growing as a person, discovering your strengths
and weaknesses, and building your character. It will
shape your experience at university. Don’t be afraid
to make mistakes and don’t be too hard on yourself.
Believe in yourself. Everything will work out! Show
you care, put in effort, and the best will come.

MORE ABOUT LOVEJOT

Lovejot in New York City for the Haskayne Days of Discovery
Trip with fellow University of Calgary Finance students

Lovejot in New York
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MORE ABOUT LOVEJOT
Last place you traveled
The last place I travelled internationally was
New York City. However, during this time
period, I was able to go to Vancouver.
Favourite place in the world
It has to be Europe. I love the vibe, the culture,
the arts, and the lifestyle.
Last book you read
The Book of Joy is an interview with the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, recorded
by Douglas Abrams. This book was
recommended to me by Kent Clark, a retired
partner at Goldman Sachs!
Favourite movie
Catch Me If You Can
Music you have on repeat
Late 90s and early 2000s
Favourite food
Indian and Italian
Where do you hope to be in 10 years?
Killing it in New York!

University Education:
Haskayne School of Business at the University of
Calgary, Bachelor of Commerce with Co-operative
Education in Finance (current)
Where are you now?
Calgary, Alberta as a Finance Student

Lovejot at the New York Stock Exchange with fellow university
classmates

Find Lovejot on LinkedIn
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Nicholas FitzGerald
Research Scientist
Webber Academy 2006 Graduate
Nicholas FitzGerald was part of the second class
to graduate from Webber Academy in 2006. He
started at Webber Academy in Grade 7 in 2000 at
the original campus in the North East of Calgary.
He is currently living in New York City working for
Google as a Research Scientist. His combined passion
for computer sciences, psychology linguistics, and
philosophy led him to his current career in academic
research for Google in Natural Language Processing.
Webber Academy is thrilled to see an alumnus from
the early graduating classes follow his passion, obtain
a Ph.D., and go on to reach great heights in his career.
Describe your experience going to school at Webber
Academy. How did attending Webber Academy
prepare you for your post-secondary education?
Webber gave me the opportunity to participate in
a wide range of different subjects and activities,
from band, to athletics, debate, theatre, languages
etc. Developing the confidence to try a wide range
of activities has served me well in navigating the
different opportunities that have presented themselves
in university and afterwards.
Tell us about the important relationships you formed
at Webber Academy, both with teachers and with
your peers
So many teachers had an impact on me. Mr. Niven,
Ms. Hayward, Mr. Pierce, and Mr. Chalifoux all
influenced me and formed me into the student and
person I became. Mr. Niven and Ms. Hayward were
particularly important in teaching me not to accept
“good enough” but to apply myself with the rigour
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Nicholas in Grade 12 at Webber Academy (left), and in New York
in 2021 (right)

necessary to maximize my potential. I had many great
friends during my time at Webber. I still keep in touch
with Simon Hlywa, Eric Campbell, and Ben Keller.
What is a memory at Webber Academy that you still
carry with you?
Hard to name just one! I have fond memories
of competing in debate, as well as our Law Day
Mock Trial team who won two years in a row. I
also remember our band trips and travelling to play
basketball. But probably the best memories are just
those that come from having been together with the
same people throughout middle and high school, and
the close friendships that resulted.
Describe your highlights attending university
I went to the University of British Columbia for five
years and graduated there with a Cognitive Systems
- Interdisciplinary degree that involves computer
science, psychology linguistics, and philosophy. For
one of my research projects, I had to find a professor
and work for them as a research assistant. I applied to
several psychology labs and computer science labs,
and the professor I ended up being assigned to was a
Natural Language Processing professor. The essence
of NLP is teaching computers to understand human
language, to pull out information, and use it to better
understand the world and communicate with users.
Giuseppe Carenini was the professor that brought
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me into his lab, and my first project was automatic
summarization: the goal was to take a large number
of product reviews, and distill it down into a short
summary to be read quickly, then pull out the specific
features of the product, and determine whether they
were expressing a positive or negative review on it. I
next went to the University of Washington in Seattle
upon the recommendation of Prof. Carenini, who
saw that it was an up-and-coming university for NLP,
which turned out to be very good advice: UW is now
recognized as one of the top schools for AI, machine
learning, and NLP. Throughout my Ph.D., I worked
on developing algorithms and datasets for a number
of different NLP problems, and produced a series of
academic papers. I graduated in 2018 with my Ph.D.
in Computer Science and Engineering.

Nicholas with his parents after graduating from UBC in 2011

“Don’t stress out if you don’t
know exactly what you want
or if you end up changing your
mind at some point - because
that definitely happened to me!”

Nicholas In HMS Pinafore with the UBC Gilbert and Sullivan
society in 2011

Nicholas with his parents in New York City

With faculty and fellow NLP grad students after his Ph.D.
graduation ceremony (the middle professor in MIT grey is
Nicholas’ Ph.D. advisor Luke Zettlemoyer)
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What inspired you to pursue your current career?
Early on, I thought I was going to be a professor in
academia, and try to get a faculty job, but during my
third year in my Ph.D., I did a summer internship at
Google in New York. That was the first inkling that
this could be an alternate career to being a professor.
I enjoyed my time there and the people that I met.
There are pros and cons to working in academia or
working in the private sector, but I realized what I
really wanted to do was research. At Google, the
resources they have are outstanding and unmatched,
and on top of that, you have the opportunity to have
the work you do immediately impact a huge number
of people, and in a way that is a lot harder to achieve
in academia. At Google, I still get to do academic
research and publish papers, go to academic
conferences, but then I can take something that I have
developed, and find people working on products at
Google who have a problem, and they can directly
apply my solution to their problem and watch as it
appears on people’s phones and computers. My role
is to be an expert and a resource for solving problems
in my field. My job is hard to explain, but it’s pretty
cool and I really enjoy it. Sometimes, you have to
carve out your own niche of what you are an expert
on and what you’re working on. Luckily, I have had
success in doing that for myself at Google.
What advice would you give to senior school students
at Webber Academy and the graduating class?

Nicholas from the roof of the Google building in Manhattan

One of his passions includes playing Irish sessions. Here he is
playing an accordion at a local Manhattan pub

Advice to graduating students: Don’t stress out if you
don’t know exactly what you want or if you end up
changing your mind at some point - because that
definitely happened to me!

University Education:
University of British Columbia - Cognitive Systems
Interdisciplinary Computer Sciences
University of Washington - Ph.D. in Computer
Science Engineering
Where are you now?
New York City as a Research Scientist for Google
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Nicholas with Marie-Claire and Eric Campbell and Simon Hlywa
at a wedding in Calgary in 2013
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MORE ABOUT NICHOLAS
Last place you traveled:
Iceland, Italy for an Academic Conference in
Florence.
Favourite place in the world:
New York
Last book you read:
Lord of the Rings
Favourite book:
Pride and Prejudice
Nicholas with Eric Campbell at his wedding 2011

Favourite movie:
Lord of the Rings
What music on repeat:
A lot of Irish music. Martin Hayes. The Yanks
Favourite food:
Amatriciana pasta
Where do you hope to be in ten years:
I see myself in New York. This is where I am
happy to be.

Nicholas playing the accordion for an Irish session

In Venice, summer 2019 after the “Annual Meeting of the
Association of Computational Lingustics” ACL 2019, which was
held in Florence

Find Nicholas on his site
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November 22nd, 2001, the whole school watched as Dr. Webber
cut the red ribbon held by the oldest student, Bruce Smart (Grade
9), and the youngest student, Chelsea Chan (Junior Kindergarten).

Webber Academy was incorporated in 1997 as
a non-profit company with a mandate to be a
high-quality, nondenominational, coeducational,
university preparatory, accredited private school.
It was built on the dream of a school that would
prepare students to thrive in university and
beyond. This dream will be accomplished by
creating an environment of high expectations
of achievement, behaviour and service. This
campus has grown and
evolved throughout the
years and now includes
a Kindercentre for
four and five year old
students, a main campus
building with two large
gymnasiums for Grades
1-12, a modern High
School Science Centre,
and a Performing Arts
Centre with a 500-seat

38

2021 Fall Alumni Newsletter

The whole school congregating to watch the ribbon cutting
ceremony on November 22nd, 2001.

-theatre, a 400 meter running track, soccer field,
cross country trails through the aspens, and
batting cages for baseball.
Webber Academy continues to evolve and
grow throughout the years. With the help of the
incredible maintenance staff, the school shows
little signs of aging, even twenty years later.
The staff at Webber Academy are a strong and
talented team of dedicated people who align
with, and believe in the vision for our school. We
look to the future with optimism, curiosity, and
perserverance. As we continue on our journey, we
encourage you to follow our story on Instagram,
Facebook, and webberacademy.ca to stay up to
date on the progress and changes that occur at
the school.

Construction of the main part of the campus in 2000

14th Avenue SW leading to the new Webber Academy campus in 2000, which at the time was a dirt road

The Webber Academy campus in 2020
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Webber Academy Athletic Park is set to be a
truly remarkable multi-functional sport and
recreation facility located just west of the city,
in Springbank. The park will feature 4 baseball
fields, which will vary in sizes to allow athletes
of all ages the opportunity to utilize this great
facility, a soccer pitch, and a state-of-the-art
50,000 square foot, two-storey, multi-purpose,
indoor recreation facility. Sitting on 530 acres
that overlook the beautiful Rocky Mountains,
there is plenty of space for the park to continue
to grow and offer additional features.
Webber Academy is excited to bring this one-ofa-kind facility to our students, the community of
Springbank, and the many others who will get
to utilize the Athletic Park’s amazing features.
We are committed to providing updates
throughout the project and look forward to
sharing the finished product with you all in the
future.

BACKSTORY

Wildcats Baseball was founded in 2021 after Dr.
Neil Webber recognized the city of Calgary’s need
for youth baseball fields. 530 acres of land was
purchased in Rocky View County just west of the
city limits with the hope of establishing a lasting
presence in the Calgary baseball community.
Construction commenced in August of 2020 for
the brand new Webber Academy Athletic Park.
The new development is scheduled to open in
the spring of 2022. The athletic park will include 4
baseball fields, a soccer pitch, and a state-of-theart, 50,000 square foot indoor training facility.

Wylie the Wildcat, the team mascot near the batting cages at
Webber Academy

To provide as many opportunities as possible for
youth in the city of Calgary and area to learn and
grow in the game of baseball.
Our goal is to provide a positive baseball
experience for as many age and skill levels as
possible. We offer introductory programming
all the way up to year-round high-performance
development. Depending on the time of year,
players will be able to participate in single-day
sessions, skill-specific off-season training, and
competitive summer baseball teams.
Dr. Neil Webber in front of
Webber Academy

Wildcats College Prep Team
member, Lucas WebberKitching

Wildcats Baseball coaches at a fundraising BBQ in July 2021
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Wildcats College Prep Team member, Kellen Gerla

CHRIS REITSMA

Senior Advisor & Pitching Coach

Chris Reitsma was the first Canadian baseball player to be drafted in the 1st round of the Major
League Baseball. After the 1996 MLB draft by the Boston Red Sox (34th overall), he made his
MLB debut in 2001 for the Cincinnati Reds. After spending three seasons with the Reds as both
a starter and reliever, the Atlanta Braves traded for him, then finished his professional baseball
career with the Seattle Mariners. Currently, he is the Pitching Coach for the Canadian Junior
National Team and a Canadian Scout for the Kansas City Royals. Reitsma was selected to pitch
for the Canadian National Baseball team at the 2006 World Baseball Classic and 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games. Chris Reitsma will be a massive asset to Wildcats Baseball and the development
of all the players within the association.

JEFF PEACH
Director of Baseball Operations & Player Development

Jeff has 12 years of experience coaching high-performance youth baseball athletes in the City
of Calgary. He grew up playing baseball in Calgary, and spent his collegiate career with the
University of Calgary Dinos and the Edmonton Prospects of the WCBL. After a brief international
stint, Jeff began to focus his efforts on coaching and building his athletic therapy practice.
Alongside his Certified Athletic Therapist designation, he is also a Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialist and has been building programs for baseball athletes of all ages and
training levels for the past 5 years. He is forward-thinking when it comes to the utilization of
technology and new training methods, but still maintains some old-school values and strives to
find a successful blend that will help athletes reach the next level of their playing careers.

CAM MCLACHLAN
Webber Academy Athletic Park Director & Hitting Coordinator

Following a standout collegiate baseball career that included 4 All-Conference awards, 1 AllAmerican award, and a trip to the NAIA World Series, Cam quickly transitioned to coaching. He
has been sharing his passion for baseball with athletes of various ages and skill levels for nearly
15 years. In 2013 he moved to Calgary, where he was part of the University of Calgary baseball
program as an assistant coach working primarily with infielders and hitters. In 2016 Cam was
named General Manager of Absolute Baseball Academy and Director of Operations for the
Calgary Junior Dinos baseball club, where he served until 2021. In 2018, Cam was one of just 10
coaches nationwide to be selected by Baseball Canada to become an NCCP-certified national
development coach.

NELSON LIPSZYC
Head of Analytics Integration & Pitching Coordinator

Nelson grew up playing baseball in the Calgary area for a number of teams, where he was
fortunate to learn from and work with a number of high-level, professional players and coaches.
He attended Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops, BC, where he pitched for three years for
both the TRU Wolfpack and the Kamloops Sun Devils of the Pacific International League. He has
since returned home to Calgary, where he finished his Kinesiology and Education degrees at the
University of Calgary. For the last five years, he has been coaching at the AAA level of Baseball
Alberta. He now teaches Junior High Physical Education and Health at Webber Academy. Nelson
considers himself to be a student of the game, always striving to take in as much information as
he can and finding ways he can implement it to help benefit his athletes.

MATTHEW KORMAN
Communications Director & Catching Coordinator
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Born and raised in Calgary, Matthew has 15 years of baseball experience including four years of
volunteer and high-level coaching. He attended Minot State University to pursue baseball, then
returned to Calgary after three semesters to continue his Communications degree. While at the
University of Calgary, he had the opportunity to continue playing baseball for the Dinos and was
awarded Second Team All-Conference Catcher in 2019. He also had the opportunity to play for
the Yorkton Cardinals in the WCBL, where he was named to the Eastern Conference All-Star team.
He is currently coaching and managing an AA Baseball Alberta Travel Team. Matthew values hard
work, dedication, and integrity above all and has dedicated himself to teaching youth baseball
players the importance of these values.

WEBBER ACADEMY CLASS OF 2021

2021 SCHULICH LEADER
Webber Academy is thrilled to announce that Youssef Soliman
has been named a 2021 Schulich Leader and awarded a
scholarship valued at $80,000. As a recipient of Canada’s
most coveted scholarship, he joins an elite network of national
STEM scholars.
Youssef has been a student at Webber Academy since
Grade 1. He excelled in Advanced Robotics, AP Computer
Science A, and AP Computer Science Principles, consistently
achieving the highest grades in the class. He also competed
on Webber Academy’s robotics team, which is ranked first in
southern Alberta.
As a Grade 11 student, he created and published the
BetterMaplewood Chrome extension so his fellow students
can easily analyze their grades. Youssef will be bringing
his remarkable talents to the University of Toronto to study
computer science.
Congratulations, Youssef!

44

LEARN MORE AT WEBBERACADEMY.CA

2021 Fall Alumni Newsletter

